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Dr Steve Watson

 

Musical Director and Conductor
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Dr. Steve Watson brings a diversity of musical experiences to the challenges of musical direction.  Steve was Senior Lecturer in Music and Director of the Academy of Music at the University of Western Sydney.  More recently his focus has been on orchestral and choral conducting, and the writing of arrangements and orchestrations.

Steve is Principal Conductor of the Sydney Concert Orchestra, and has presented many successful concerts with this excellent orchestra during the last six years.  He also has conducted the Sydney International Orchestra, the Sydney Youth Orchestra and the SBS Youth Orchestra.  International experiences include the symphony orchestras of Malta and Cuba.  

Steve is Musical Director of the Beethoven Society of Australia and has directed Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony at the Sydney Opera House on five occasions, with a massed choir of four hundred voices.  

Recent concert presentations include ‘British Pomp & Circumstance’, ‘Bacharach on the Bay’,  and ‘Hollywood on the Bay’ at Darling Harbour, ‘Carols by the Cauldron’ at Sydney Olympic Park, ‘Symphony on the Sand at Freshwater Beach’, ‘Music’s Hall of Fame’ ‘Outstanding Youth in concert’;  ‘The Brilliance of Beethoven’,  ‘The Magic of Mozart’,  ‘Porgy & Bess’ (a concert version),  ‘Gershwin Sings & Swings’,  ‘Music for Champions’,  ‘Sydney Sings the Movies’ and ‘Sydney Sings the Musicals’, at the Sydney Town Hall, Side by Side by Sondheim, ‘Feel the Spirit’, and ‘Gloria’ at St. Andrews Cathedral. 
As a vocalist, his distinctive bass baritone voice has been featured on hundreds of radio and television commercials.  He is frequently engaged as adjudicator of vocal, choral and instrumental sections of eisteddfods throughout New South Wales.
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Dr of Philosophy (Ph.D.)

Master of Creative Arts (M.C.A.)

Bachelor of Music Education (B.M.E.)

Fellowship of Trinity College (F.T.C.L.)

Licentiate of Trinity College (L.T.C.L.)

Diploma of Sydney Conservatorium of Music (D.S.M.)

Licentiate in Music (L. Mus. A.)

Associate in Music (A. Mus. A.)


Eisteddfod Adjudications
2007

Principal Adjudicator-Queensland Catholic Schools & Colleges Music Festival

2006
City of Devonport Eisteddfod Society 

All Music Sections, Instrumental & Vocal Sections

City of Albury-Wodonga Eisteddfod

All Music Sections, Instrumental & Vocal

City of Parramatta Eisteddfod

Classical Vocal Sections

2005

Galston Eisteddfod

Schools Concert Bands & Orchestras Sections

National Eisteddfod, Canberra

All Vocal Sections (including Oratorio & Aria)

Queensland Catholic Schools & Colleges Music Festival

School Choirs & Vocal Ensembles

2004

Queensland Catholic Schools & Colleges Music Festival

Concert Bands, Orchestras, Jazz & Rock Groups

 City of Parramatta Eisteddfod

 Contemporary Vocals Sections

National Eisteddfod, Canberra, Strings

Woodwind & Brass Sections

St. George Eisteddfod

Vocal Sections

McDonald’s Eisteddfod, City of Sydney

Contemporary & Music Theatre Vocal Sections

2003

Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod

School Instrumental & Bands Sections

City of Parramatta Eisteddfod

Contemporary Vocals Sections

McDonald’s Eisteddod City of Sydney

Contemporary & Music Theatre Vocal Sections & Finals, Barbershop, 

Sweet Adelines & Ensembles
2002


Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Region Eisteddfod (October)

MAD Eisteddfod – Parramatta Riverside Theatre (September)

Screen Writers Guild Music Awards (September)

Queensland Catholic Schools & Colleges Music Festival (August) 

Compere, McDonald’s Performing Arts Challenge Finals (August)

Masterclass in Choral Singing – Nepean Choral Society (August)

Masterclass in Choral Singing – Marcellin Singers (June)

Masterclass in Choral Singing – Bankstown City Choir Inc. (May)

Masterclass in Choral Singing – UWS Choral Society

2001


McDonalds Performing Arts Challenge

Finals of the Sweet Adelines, Barbershop and Choral Sections

McDonalds Performing Arts Challenge

Finals of Popular Vocal and Cabaret Sections

B’Nai B’rith Youth Music Showcase

Grand Finals-Instrumental & Vocal Sections

2000

City of Wollongong Eisteddfod

Vocal and Choral Sections

Ravenswood School for Girls Music Festival

Muswellbrook & Upper Hunter Eisteddfod Inc.

Vocal Section

1999

Finals of Youth in Cabaret McDonald’s Sydney Performing Arts 

Challenge Petersham RSL

1998

McDonalds Eisteddfods

Contemporary Vocals and Music Theatre Sections

B’Nai B’Rith Youth Music Showcase

Vocal, Choral and Instrumental Sections

1997

Warringah Eisteddfod. Instrumental Scholarships

Strings, Woodwind and Brass Sections

B’Nai B’Rith Youth Music Showcase

Vocal, Choral and Instrumental Sections

1996

City of Dubbo Eisteddfod

Vocal, Choral and Instrumental Sections

City of Ryde Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections 


The McDonald's Challenge

Popular Vocal Sections  

Lake Macquarie Performing Arts Festival

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

1995

The McDonald's Challenge

Popular Vocal Sections

1994

Newcastle Eisteddfod

Vocal Sections, including Aria

Maryborough Eisteddfod

Schools Vocal, Instrumental and Choral Sections

1993

Hunter Valley Eisteddfod

Schools Choral and  Instrumental Sections

1992

Inaugural Hunter Valley Eisteddfod

Vocal and  Instrumental Sections

Illawarra Young Musicians/School Shield Competition

All Vocal and Instrumental Sections

Macarthur District Eisteddfod

Aria Section

Bathurst Eisteddfod

All Vocal and Instrumental Sections, including Aria Section

N.S.W. Band Competition-Ern Keller Memorial Competition, St. Mary's Band Club, St. Mary's. 

1991

Taree Eisteddfod

Pianoforte and School Instrumental Sections

Katoomba Eisteddfod

Vocal and Choral Sections, including Aria Section

1990

Katoomba Eisteddfod

Pianoforte and School Instrumental Sections

Illawarra Young Musicians/School Shield Competition

Pianoforte sections

1989

Inaugural Ryde District Eisteddfod

Pianoforte Sections

Heats and Quarter-Finals of the Australian Singing Competition

Contemporary Section

Macarthur District Eisteddfod

Vocal Sections and Aria

1988


Abermain Bi-Centennial Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

Chief Adjudicator for the Central Western Music Centre

Scholarship Auditions, Bathurst, 1988.

Macarthur District Inaugural Eisteddfod

Instrumental and Aria Sections

Heats of the Australian Singing Competition

Contemporary Section
Presbyterian Ladies College, Sydney

Pianoforte Sections

1987

Castle Hill Eisteddfod

Choral and Instrumental Sections

1986

Kempsey Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

1985

Dubbo Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

1984

Wagga Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

Abermaine Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

Bankstown Eisteddfod

Intermediate Vocal Sections

Abermaine Eisteddfod

Choral Sections

1983 


Bathurst Eisteddfod

Vocal and Instrumental Sections

Bankstown Eisteddfod

Juvenile Vocal Section
Performances - 2006
Musical Director/Pianist  for Love is in the Air  Concert for Valentine’s Day 

Darling Harbour (February)
Choral Director-Kerry Packer Memorial Service, Sydney Opera House (February)

150 voice choir

Musical Director/Pianist 50 Years of Australian Television Sydney Power House Museum Sydney Concert Ensemble (April)
Musical Director/Pianist  Erin James in Concert,  Corporate presentation, Cairns (April))
Choral Director-ANZAC International Military Tattoo, Sydney Olympic Park (May)

200 voice choir

Choral Director/Beethoven Choir performances in Austria & Budapest (May/June) 
Pianist Hits from Broadway Musicals presented on the Aquashell, Darling Harbour (July)
Musical Director/Conductor for British Pomp & Circumstance, Sydney Town Hall

with SBS Youth Orchestra, 200 voice choir & guest artists (October)

Works conducted include: Nimrod from Enigma Variations (Elgar) Jerusalem (Parry)

Pomp & Circumstance March no.1 (Elgar) British Sea songs (Woods)
Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by the Cauldron Sydney Olympic Park (December)

Sydney Concert Orchestra, plus guest artists. (Theme: Peace on Earth)
Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by Candlelight, Stanhope Gardens. (December) 

Sydney Concert Ensemble, plus guest artists. (Theme: Multicultural Christmas Celebration).
2005
Choral Director Mozart Requiem Sydney Opera House (March) 

Conductor: Sydney Concert Orchestra: Overture to Cosi fan tutte, Mozart Symphony no 41 in C 4th Movement plus Mozart arias: come scoglio; deh per questo, dies bildnis ist bezaubernd schon; Die Hochzeit des Figaro. 
Choral Director Beethoven Symphony 9 presented at the Sydney Opera House (May)

Musical Director/pianist Presenting Francine Bell, Accor Hotels, Bangkok, Singapore, 

Hong Kong (May)

Musical Director/Conductor for Gloria at St. James (St. James Church, Sydney) featuring the Beethoven Choir & Chamber Choir.  Major works: Poulenc Gloria & Vivaldi Gloria (July)
Musical Director/Conductor for Bernstein & Gershwin on the Bay, featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra, presented on the Aquashell at Darling Harbour (July)
Musical Director/Conductor for British Pomp & Circumstance, Sydney Town Hall

with Eminence Symphony Orchestra, 200 voice choir & guest artists (October)

Musical Director/Conductor for Christmas on the Bay Aquashell, Darling Harbour (December)

Sydney Concert Ensemble, plus guest artists.
Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by Candlelight, Stanhope Gardens. (December) 

Sydney Concert Ensemble, plus guest artists.
2004
Sound-Waves Workshop-Choral Presenter, Milton-Ulladulla (June)
City of Parramatta Eisteddfod-Adjudicator, Contemporary Vocal

McDonald’s Eisteddfod-Adjudication Panel, Australasian Choral Championships (August)
Musical Director/Conductor-A Viennese Connection, SydneyTown Hall.  Featuring Beethoven Choir, SBS Youth Orchestra, & guest artists (October)

Musical Director/Conductor for Hollywood on the Bay Aquashell, Darling Harbour (July)

(same theme as for 2002, but with different music)

Musical Director/Conductor-Handel’s Messiah St. James Church, Sydney (December)

Musical Director/Conductor for Christmas on the Bay Aquashell, Darling Harbour (December)

Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by the Cauldron featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra at Sydney Olympic Park (December)

Choral Director for Carols in the Domain, featuring 130 voice choir 

2003

Musical Director/Conductor for Feel the Spirit- Gospel & Sacred choral selections

Sydney Town Hall, (May) 

Vocal Workshop Presenter: Contemporary Singers Workshop Scots College (October) 

Musical Director/Conductor Sydney Sings Spectacular  Sydney Town Hall (October)

Musical Director/Conductor for Christmas on the Bay Aquashell, Darling Harbour (December)

Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by the Cauldron featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra at Sydney Olympic Park (December)

Choral Director for Carols in the Domain, featuring 130 voice choir 

Original Orchestral Composition:

World Premier of commissioned works Epilogue and Prologue performed at Federation Concerts at Riverside Theatre, Bankstown, and Blacktown Town Hall (August)


2002
Musical Director/Conductor for the Erina Convention (Corporate Event) at the Sydney Opera House featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra (January)

Choral Director of Voice Australia for the International Cricket – Australia v South Africa – Sydney Cricket Ground  (January)

Musical Director/Conductor for ‘Symphony on the Sand’ at Freshwater Beach, Harbord for the Warringah Council featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra (March)

Musical Director/Conductor for the Citibank Convention (Corporate Event) at the Sydney Opera House featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra (April)

Musical Director/Conductor for Music’s Hall of Fame at the Sydney Town Hall featuring the Sydney Youth Orchestra and the Beethoven Society of Australia (May)

Musical Director/Pianist for Parliament House Luncheon hosted by the Hon. John Aquilina, MP (July)

Musical Director/Conductor for Bacharach on the Bay on the Aquashell at Darling Harbour featuring the Swing City Band (July)

Musical Director/Conductor for Hollywood on the Bay on the Aquashell at Darling Harbour featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra (July)

Musical Director/Conductor for the Bledisloe Cup at Sydney Stadium featuring the Sydney Youth Philharmonia Orchestra and Choir (August)

Musical Director for Musical Vinyettes at opening of the Bowral Tulip Festival at Kells Creek Vineyard (September)

Musical Director and Consultant for the Opening of Star Wars Exhibition at Sydney’s Power House Museum (September)

Musical Director/Conductor for Magic of Mozart at St. Andrews Cathedral (September)
Conductor of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra and 450 voice choir of the Beethoven Society of Australia and Toho Music College Japan. Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (October) 

Music Consultant for the Annual Dinner of the Australian Council for Infrastructure Development at Parliament House, Canberra (October)

Musical Director/Conductor for Christmas on the Bay on the Aquashell, Darling Harbour (December)

Musical Director/Conductor for Carols by the Cauldron featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra at Sydney Olympic Park (December)

Choral Conductor for Carols in the Domain, featuring a 130 voice choir (December)


2001
Musical Director/Conductor of Christmas Eve at Darling Harbour on the Aquashell, Darling Harbour (December)

Musical Director/Conductor of Carols by the Cauldron featuring the Sydney Concert Ensemble at Sydney Olympic Park (December)

Coordinator/Choral Conductor of Carols in the Domain, featuring a 150 voice choir 2001-1998 (December)

Choral Conductor of An Australian Christmas at Tumbalong Park, Darling Harbour (December)

Musical Director/Conductor of An Afternoon with the French Composers at St. Andrews Cathedral (December)

Conductor/Musical Director of Resonance of Inspiration featuring the Penrith Symphony Orchestra at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts (in the presence of The Governor General of Australia) (November) 
Conductor/Musical Director for Australian Musical Snapshots featuring the Penrith Symphony Orchestra at the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre (October)

Conductor/Musical Director of Lights, Camera, Action for the Georges River Concert Band at Riverwood RSL (October)

Choir Director for An Australian Night at the Proms at the Sydney Superdome (September)

Conductor/Musical Director of The Very Best of Gilbert & Sullivan at the Sydney Town Hall (September)

Recording of Opening Ceremony backing track for International Rugby - Australia v New Zealand (September)
Musical Director/Conductor of the Spring Ball featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra at the Castle Hill RSL (September)
Musical Director/Conductor for Gershwin on the Bay on the Aquashell at Darling Harbour (July)

Musical Director/Conductor of the Sydney Concert Orchestra for Symphony on the Sand at Freshwater Beach, Harbord for the Warringah Council (April)

Choral Director for International Cricket – Australia v South Africa – Sydney Cricket Ground with a 100 piece choir – Voice Australia (January)


2000

Organisation   of   music   presentations for Graduation Ceremonies University of Western Sydney Macarthur 2000-1996

Choral Coordinator/Conductor for An Australian Christmas, featuring a 200 voice choir at Tumbalong Park, Darling Harbour (December).

Choral Coordinator/Conductor for Carols in the Domain featuring a 150 voice choir at the Domain (December).

Choral Coordinator/Musical Director of 200 piece choir and 16 piece accapella ensemble, Voice Australia performing in the Premiers’ Concert, Sydney Entertainment Centre (December).

Coordinator/Musical Director of Voice Australia, 16 voice accapella ensemble, performing in A Christmas Celebration, at the Museum of Sydney (November).

Coordinator for the Sydney Concert Orchestra performing in Concert 2000 at the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (November).

Baritone soloist for Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, performed by the Beijing Symphony Orchestra and a 200 voice choir at the opening of the Beijing International Cultural Tourism Festival 2000 in Beijing (October). 

Musical Director/Conductor of Music for Champions, at the City Recital Hall (September) featuring guest artists Natasha Hunter, Daniella Ehrlich, Jamie Allen and Jose Carbo, the Sydney Concert Orchestra, and the Beethoven Society of Australia choir.

Musical Director/Conductor for the International Service for Peace and Fallen Olympians, Hyde Park (September) featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra and the Beethoven Society of Australia.

Musical Director of Voice Australia, a 20 piece accapella group at Corroboree 2000, at the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (June).

Musical Director/Conductor of Gershwin Sings & Swings!, at the City Recital Hall (August) featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra, guest artists Penny Hay and Dale Burridge and the Beethoven Society of Australia choir.
Musical Director/Conductor of Symphony on the Bay, Darling Harbour Performance Shell (July) featuring the Sydney Concert Orchestra.
Musical Director for the 16th Japan Australia Music Goodwill Mission Concert featuring Voice Australia, a 20 piece accapella group at the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (May).

Musical Director for the 16th Japan Australia Music Goodwill Mission Concert featuring Voice Australia, a 20 piece accapella group at the Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (May).

Musical Director/Conductor of Sydney Sings The Musicals, Sydney Town Hall (March), featuring 460 choristers and guest artists Geoff Harvey, Dale Burridge, Francine Bell, Ross Maio, Peter Cousens and Theresa Borg.  Concert in aid of the Hope for the Children Foundation.

Concert Band Arrangements for Jubilee 2000:  We Dance Stephen Flaherty; The Great Southland, Geoff Bullock; Shout from Sister Act; Everybody Rejoice, Part of the Human Heart.


2000 (Cont’d)
Musical Director of The Irish Spectacular, Sydney Town Hall featuring The Three Irish Tenors.

Conductor of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, for Peace of New Millennium, featuring the orchestra of the China-Australia Musicians Association, and 400 voice choir.  Sydney Opera House Concert Hall (January) 

Musical Director/Producer of CD entitled The Shamrock & the Wattle (January) featuring Brendan Lock and The Three Tenors.


SYDNEY CONCERT ORCHESTRA

CD Promotional Compilation

Track 1:

Overture to William Tell – Rossini

Track 2:

Flight of the Bumble Bee – Rimsky-Korsakov

Track 3:

Lago al Factotum (Barber of Seville) – Rossini





Baritone – José Carbo


Track 4:

The Jewel Song (Faust) – Gounod





Soprano – Natasha Hunter

Track 5:

Sabre Dance – Khachaturian

Track 6:

Mission Impossible – Shifrin

Track 7:

The Pink Panther – Mancini

Track 8:

Princess Leia’s Theme (Star Wars) – Williams

Track 9:

Main Title Star Wars - Williams


Track 10:

Rhapsody in Blue – Gershiwn





Soloist Scott Davie

Backing Tracks

Backing tracks have been produced for performance at the Sydney Football Stadium, Sydney Cricket Ground and Aussie Stadium for AFL matches, NRL matches, International Rugby, International Cricket and other major events.




SYDNEY CONCERT ORCHESTRA
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The Sydney Concert Orchestra features players from the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, The Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra and leading freelance musicians in Sydney.  Formed in 1996 to perform Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony at the Sydney Opera House, it has performed a wide range of orchestra repertoire over the last ten years.
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